CITY OF BUELLTON
City Council Agenda Staff Report
City Manager Review: ________
Council Agenda Item No.: ________
To:

The Honorable Mayor and City Council

From:

Andrea Keefer, Planning Director

Meeting Date:

February 24, 2022 (Report Published on February 14, 2022)

Subject:

Extension of Urgency Ordinance No. 22-01 – “An Urgency
Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Buellton, California,
Amending the Buellton Municipal Code to Add Chapter 18.14
Pertaining to Urban Lot Splits and to Amend Section 19.02.030
and Add Section 19.02.145 Pertaining to Urban Dwellings (22ZOA-01)”

BACKGROUND
On January 13, 2022, City Council adopted Urgency Ordinance No. 22-01 (Attachment
2), which imposes an interim 45-day Urgency Ordinance to regulate Urban Lot Splits and
Urban Dwellings, pursuant to Senate Bill 9.
Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65858(b), interim ordinances remain in
effect for 45 days from the date of adoption, but may be extended for 10 months and 15
days following notice and a public hearing. An extension requires a four-fifths vote by the
City Council. No more than two extensions may be adopted. If adopted, this will be the
first extension. The City Council is also required to issue a report describing the measures
taken to alleviate the condition which led to the adoption of the interim ordinance 10 days
prior the expiration of an interim ordinance. Urgency Ordinance No. 22-01 is set to expire
on February 27, 2022. The City Council is scheduled to consider an extension of Urgency
Ordinance No. 22-01 on February 24, 2022. Issuance of this report satisfies the
requirements of California Government Code 65858(d).
Senate Bill 9
Senate Bill 9 amended and added California Government Code Sections 66452.6,
65852.21 and 66411.7 to require ministerial approval of urban lot splits and the
development of two residential units per lot in single-family residential zones. SB 9 was
part of a slate of bills intended to increase the supply of housing in California and to
provide for the development of more affordable housing. Cities are allowed to adopt local
ordinances that address the specific needs of their communities, as long as the local
ordinance complies with Senate Bill 9.
GROUNDS FOR EXTENSION OF URGENCY ORDINANCE

The Planning Department is actively analyzing the new regulations and community needs
in order to draft a permanent SB 9 Ordinance that complies with State law, protects the
public health and safety, and provides orderly development of land within the City. The
following specific actions are currently being undertaken:





Analyzing appropriate design guidelines for urban dwellings
Conducting technical analysis with other City departments involved in the
development review process to ensure consistency of the Ordinance with
requirements of those departments
Collaborating with other jurisdictions to share knowledge on “best practice”
standards that will inform a permanent SB 9 Ordinance in Buellton
Refining standards and requirements in the Urgency Ordinance to ensure
requirements are both consistent with SB 9 and appropriate for Buellton

It is anticipated that a regular ordinance reflecting any needed revisions will be brought
before the Planning Commission for public hearing and recommendation to City Council
for consideration and adoption in the coming months.
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
Adoption of Urgency Ordinance No. 22-04 is exempt from the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Division 13 (commencing
with Section 21000) of Public Resources Code and Government Code sections
65852.21(j) and 66411.7(n)) because an ordinance adopted to implement the rules of
Senate Bill 9 is not considered a project under Division 13 of the Public Resources Code.
FISCAL IMPACT
There would be no direct fiscal impact that would result from extending Urgency
Ordinance No. 22-04.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the City Council consider the extension of Urgency Ordinance
No. 22-01, as written below, in accordance with California Government Code section
65858.
Urgency Ordinance No. 22-04 - “An Urgency Ordinance of the City Council of the
City of Buellton, California, Extending Urgency Ordinance No. 22-01 Which
Amended the Buellton Municipal Code to Add Chapter 18.14 Pertaining to Urban Lot
Splits and to Amend Section 19.02.030 and Add Section 19.02.145 Pertaining to
Urban Dwellings (22-ZOA-01)”
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – Urgency Ordinance No. 22-04

Attachment 2 - Adopted Urgency Ordinance No. 22-01 (January 13, 2022)

Attachment 1

URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 22-04
AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF BUELLTON, CALIFORNIA, EXTENDING
URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 22-01 WHICH AMENDED
THE BUELLTON MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADD CHAPTER
18.14 PERTAINING TO URBAN LOT SPLITS AND TO
AMEND SECTION 19.02.030 AND ADD SECTION 19.02.145
PERTAINIGN TO URBAN DWELLINGS (22-ZOA-01)
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUELLTON DOES ORDAIN AS
FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Findings. The City Council finds and declares as follows:
WHEREAS, on January 13, 2022, pursuant to California Government Code sections
36937 and 65858, the City Council adopted Urgency Ordinance No. 22-01 to provide regulations
and procedures for urban lot splits and residential projects per Senate Bill 9 (“SB 9”); and
WHEREAS, pursuant to California Government Code section 65858(a), Urgency
Ordinance No. 22-01 expires 45 days after January 13, 2022; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to California Government Code section 65858(a) and (c), and in
order to protect the public health, safety and welfare, the City Council may extend an urgency
measure by 10 months and 15 days; and
WHEREAS, all of the findings cited in Urgency Ordinance No. 22-01 concerning the
existence of an immediate and current threat to the public peace, health, safety, and welfare, based
on the passage of SB 9 continue to be valid and are incorporated herein by reference because, if
the City did not adopt appropriate objective standards for SB 9 qualifying urban lot splits and SB
9 residential projects as of January 1, 2022, the Municipal Code currently does not have any
provisions that adequately address such urban lot splits and urban dwelling units, as required by
SB 9; and
WHEREAS, without this ordinance, there will be a period where there will be no policies,
procedures, or objective standards available to guide and promote the orderly development of
such urban lot splits and urban dwelling units, and thus will prevent actions that will alleviate the
housing crisis and serve to protect orderly planning and aesthetics related to such development;
and
WHEREAS, the City, in enacting this urgency ordinance, issued a written report on
February 14, 2022, pursuant to Government Code section 65858(d), describing the measures
taken to alleviate the conditions which led to the adoption of Urgency Ordinance No. 22-01; and
WHEREAS, on February 24, 2022, the City Council of the City of Buellton (“City
Council”) conducted a noticed public hearing, at which time all interested parties were heard;
and
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WHEREAS, the City Council desires to adopt this urgency ordinance extending Urgency
Ordinance No. 22-01 for 10 months and 15 days per California Government Code section
65858(a).
SECTION 2. Extension of Urgency Ordinance No. 22-01. Urgency Ordinance No. 2201 is hereby extended by 10 months and 15 days.
SECTION 3. CEQA. The City Council finds that this ordinance is not subject to
environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”). Senate Bill 9
states that an ordinance adopted to implement the rules of Senate Bill 9 is not considered a
project under Division 13 (commencing with section 21000) of the Public Resources Code. (See
Government Code sections 65858.21(j) and 66411.7(n).)
SECTION 4. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this
ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of any court of
competent jurisdiction, such decision will not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this
ordinance. The City Council declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each and
every section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase not declared invalid or unconstitutional
without regard to whether any portion of the ordinance would be subsequently declared invalid
or unconstitutional.
SECTION 5. Urgency. The City Council finds and declares that the adoption and
implementation of this ordinance is necessary to address the danger to public health, safety, and
general welfare as articulated above, and to immediately provide provisions to implement SB 9,
which takes effect on January 1, 2022. The City Council therefore finds and determines that this
ordinance be enacted as an urgency ordinance pursuant to Government Code sections 36937 and
65858 and takes effect immediately upon adoption by four-fifths of the City Council.
SECTION 6. Expiration. This Ordinance shall take effect upon publication, and shall
remain in effect for a period of 10 months and 15 days from the date of adoption, in accordance
with California Government Code section 65858(a).
SECTION 7. Publication. The City Clerk is directed to certify this Ordinance and cause
it to be published in the manner required by law.
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 24th day of February, 2022.

__________________________
Holly Sierra, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________
Linda Reid, City Clerk
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I, Linda Reid, City Clerk of the City of Buellton, do hereby certify that the foregoing
Ordinance No. 22-04 was duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Buellton at the regular
meeting held on the 24th day of February, 2022 by the following vote of the Council:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

__________________________
Linda Reid, City Clerk
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