RESOLUTION NO. 18-22

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF BUELLTON, CALIFORNIA,
ESTABLISHING ITS INTENTION TO COMPLY
WITH ELECTIONS CODE  SECTION
10010(E)(3)(A)

WHEREAS, the four members of the City Council of the City of Buellton (“City”) are
currently elected in “at-large” elections, in which each City Council member is elected by the
registered voters of the entire city, held concurrently with the City’s Mayoral election and the
Statewide General Election in November of even numbered years; and

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 34886 permits the City Council to
change the city’s method of election by ordinance, with certain formalities, to a “by-district”
system in which each of the City’s four City Council members would be elected only by the
voters in the district in which the candidate resides; and

WHEREAS, by letter dated September 28, 2018 the law firm of Shenkman and Hughes
threatened litigation against the City if it does not convert to district-based elections for City
Council members; and

WHEREAS, on November 8, 2018 the City Council, after meeting in closed session with
the City Attorney to discuss the threatened litigation desires to confirm its commitment to
switching from “at-large” elections to a “by-district” electoral system; and

WHEREAS, the City is currently comprised of approximately 5,291 residents and
approximately 2,939 voters; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Government of the United States of America will undertake a
census of the entire population in 2020; and

WHEREAS, that census, combined with the pending completion of a substantial number
of housing units currently in development in the City, means that district lines would have to be
redrawn almost immediately after the first by-district election if the City moved to such a system
in 2020; and

WHEREAS, a response to Shenkman and Hughes is required on or before November 17,
2018; and

WHEREAS, California Elections Code section 10010 generally requires a jurisdiction to
expeditiously move toward establishing by-district electoral systems after beginning the process
by completing that process in ninety days in order to take advantage of the “safe harbor”
provisions thereof; and '
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WHEREAS, California Elections Code section 10010 requires a total of four public
hearings before a public hearing is held for the adoption of an ordinance to establish district
boundaries for a by-district electoral system is approved; and

WHEREAS, given the small size of the City, its limited budget for a demographer, and
the need to work through County of Santa Barbara protocols related to the establishment of
polling places in four districts in the City, it would be difficult for the City to complete all tasks
necessary to move to a by-district electoral system within the statutory ninety-day period; and

WHEREAS, in light of the pending holiday season, it is a practical impossibility for the
City to retain a demographer and hold the four necessary hearings to establish a by-district
electoral system without depriving the voters of the best possible information and process to so
establish.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Buellton
as follows:

A. The above recitals are true and correct.

B. The City Council hereby resolves to adopt a by-district election system as
authorized by Government Code section 34886 for use in the City’s General Municipal Election
for City Council Members starting in in November 2022 based on the above-recited
circumstances that make 2022 a preferable date for the initiation of by-district elections,
including the completion of a substantial number of housing units currently in development in
the City and the population figures to be generated by the 2020 census that will allow for the
most accurate districts to be drawn for the City.

C. The City Attorney is directed to consult with Shenkman and Hughes on the City’s
plan to change to by-district elections in 2022 and the establishment of a more concrete timeline
for that change.

D. The City Attorney is directed to return to the City Council at or before the
Council’s meeting of January 10, 2019 with updates on the consultation with Shenkman and
Hughes and on the establishment of a more concrete timeline for the change to by-district
elections beginning in 2022.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 8th day of November, 2018.

~

nNa

Holly Sierra
Mayor
ATTEST:
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City Clerk
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I, Linda Reid, City Clerk of the City of Buellton, do hereby certify that the foregoing
Resolution No. 18-22 was duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Buellton at the Special

Meeting held on the 8th day of November, 2018 by the following vote of the Council:

AYES: 4 Council Members Andrisek and Mercado, Vice Mayor King,
and Mayor Sierra

NOES: 0

ABSENT: 0

ABSTAIN: 0

City Clerk



